
March 22, 2020 
 
Dear Mid-Atlantic Region, 
 
I hope you are all safe and well.  I am sending this out to remind you of the new deadline for our 
ongoing MAR NATS Student Auditions, and to send you information about resources from 
NATS for your online teaching.  
 
MAR NATS NSA VIDEO UPLOADS 
Remember, to participate, you need to add the YouTube video links (URL) for each song to 
the existing application. The deadline is 11:59 pm on MARCH 24.   
 
This is a process done by the teacher through the original application on AuditionWare.  The link 
is the same as the original application through AuditionWare. Log in via the NATS page,  

 
https://www.nats.org/_Library/NSA_Files/Accessing_the_NATS_Auditions_Registration
_System_-_PDF_instructions.pdf 
 

then add each link address for each song using this procedure.  
 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/55dcbf78e4b06ca193486d16/t/5e6b6c487b422759e
1c070a8/1584098377370/TUTORIAL+Video+Submission+Procedure.pdf 
 

Let me know if you have issues. 
 
ACCOMPANIST ISSUES 
Those who are moving to online methods are experiencing a variety of issues relative to the ability to 
make videos with accompanists.  The national NATS leadership team has discussed this and is offering 
the following guidance and revision to accompanist policies this year only due to the unusual 
circumstances we are facing.  We think the following is equitable and preserves the quality we expect in 
the best way possible. 
  
A live pianist is best, but in this extreme instance the following will also be allowed in addition to the 
traditional recording methods. 
  

1.  A teacher may accompany a singer in the recording but the teacher should not be visible in the 
recording directly or on any reflected surface (mirror, piano surface, etc.)  
2.  A pianist may make a recording for a singer and the singer may record using the piano 
recording.   
3.  Appcompanist or similar accompaniments will be allowed.  First month trial is free.  Now 
available for iPhones and Android. 

  
No orchestrated karaoke tracks will be allowed, piano only. 
 
HELP WITH ONLINE TEACHING NEEDS 
There are many NATS initiatives here to help you with the new challenges of online teaching in 
the coming months. Please check out the new group pages formed and all of the live chat 
seminars as they happen or in video format after they have occurred.  If you have specific needs, 



reach out to your district and regional officers for help or suggestions for new live changes so 
that NATS can bring in experts to better inform and equip our membership. Also, if you have 
found something particularly useful or have experience in these fields, please reach out to us to 
possibly get you in as one of the experts consulted.  This community spirit of helping each other 
is at the core of NATS and a bright spot in all of the turmoil. 

 
TODAY!! 
SPECIAL EDITION NATS CHAT: 
 
PROTECTING YOUR MENTAL HEALTH DURING COVID-19 
 
DATE: SUNDAY, MARCH 22 AT 12:00 PDT/3:00 EDT 
 
We need a break! It’s been a long couple of weeks due to the unusual circumstances 
brought on by COVID-19. As the NATS organization continues fostering a supportive 
environment to guide our members through this unprecedented time, we are providing 
another Special Edition NATS Chat on mental health for our teachers.  
 
Join us for a discussion lead by mental health professionals who also have a link with the 
music community. There will be wide ranging conversation on how to strategically 
navigate this challenging time. Our experienced panelists include Dr. Duke Miles, 
LCSW, Dr. Annie Roepke, PhD, and Dr. Susan Tesch, MS, LMFT. 
 
YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE A NATS MEMBER TO REGISTER FOR NATS CHAT! 
 
YES! ARCHIVES OF NATS CHATS ARE ALWAYS AVAILABLE IF YOU CAN’T 
WATCH LIVE! NATS.ORG OR NATS YOUTUBE CHANNEL. 
 
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2222949034272628236?fbclid=IwAR0oeYJ4yd
eHvofrqhWUBvn3kc7155RGHCMGOBtRuuZjBCts3ZRBQ23Z_mA 
 
 

Here are the links to all the groups NATS now has on the different platforms. Be patient friends, and message 
us if there are any issues! We’re in this with you! 

Groups and their links 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1558557760958518 Google 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/774825913041390 Blackboard 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/566920670836038 D2L 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/520011528892379 Skype 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/206866560667483 Canvas 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/191016248869934 Moodle 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/657190538369899 MS Teams 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/507745499889226 Voicelessons.com 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/231549408243064 Zoom 



 
Remember that this, too, shall pass.  I look forward to time together someday soon.  In the 
meantime, your work helping students to stay engaged using the beautiful art of music is feeding 
them and offering them a respite in this difficult time.  Be sure to allow yourself that same joy.  
Take a break from teaching and sing with all of your heart.  We need the arts now more than ever 
to help us to express our feelings, escape, and to cope.  
 
I wish you all peace, health, and beautiful music.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jill 
 
 
Dr. Jill Terhaar Lewis  
National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS), Mid-Atlantic Region Governor  
 
Professor of Music, Chair of the Vocal Programs at Charleston Southern University  
St. John the Beloved Concert Series Co-Artistic Director  
 
Charleston Southern University  
- Integrating Faith in Learning, Leading and Serving  
P.O. Box 118087  
Charleston, South Carolina 29423-8087  
Office: 843-863-7959 email: jlewis@csuniv.edu 
 
 


